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The Former Prophets (Joshua ð 1 & 2 Kings) 

ÅRead as historical 
narrative 

ÅLǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
conquest of Canaan to 
the Babylonian 
conquest (587-586 B.C.E.) 

ÅDeuteronomy : the 
foundation document ; 
forms the 
Deuteronomistic 
History 
 

 

ÅDate: completed during 
the postexilic period but 
much was probably 
available during the reign 
of King Josiah (609 B.C.E.) 

Å{ƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ 
Book of JasharέΤ ά¢ƘŜ 
Book of the Chronicles of 
{ƻƭƻƳƻƴέΤ ά¢ƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ 
the Chronicles of the 
YƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ WǳŘŀƘέΤ ά¢ƘŜ 
Book of the Chronicles of 
ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭέ 



Deuteronomistic History 

ÅBook of Deuteronomy key 
ïSets forth the requirements 

of the law (Dt 4, 44-26,19) 

ïObedience brings 
covenant blessings      
(28, 1-14) 

ïDisobedience brings 
curse (28, 15-68) 

ïMost important 
commandment was the 
first (Dt. 5, 6-7) 

ïExclusive worship 
critical 

ÅWorship centralized in 
Jerusalem 

ÅThe word of the Lord 
defines and determines 
the history of Israel 

ÅExpressed in the 
deuteronomic law 

ÅReiterated by the 
prophets 

ÅWhat is prophecy? 
ïDt. 18, 9-20 



THE DIVISION OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA 
 

ÅThe Conquest of Canaan (Joshua 1-12) 

ÅThe Division of the Land (Joshua 13 ς 21) 

ÅWƻǎƘǳŀΩǎ Cƛƴŀƭ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ όWƻǎƘǳŀ нн ς 24) 

The Book of Joshua  



ÂWarrior God 
 

Â ²ŀǊŦŀǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
concern for Israel 

Â Similar to other nations 

Â Practice of herem 

ÂLand is a Gift 
Â The land is a gift and a perpetual memorial of 

the covenant 

Â The warrior God gave this land as a pledge of 
shalom, peace 

Â A sacred trust 

Important Theological Concepts 



Â From the Hebrew Ψshopet Ψ - 
leader, champion, deliverer 

ÂRegarded by the Israelites as 
leaders appointed by Yhwh to 
deliver them from enemies 

 

ÂWarriors, charismatic leaders 
who led the people in battles 
against their oppressors 

 

The Book of Judges  



Dominate Theme 

SIN 

DELIVERANCE 

REPENTANCE 

PUNISHMENT 



Â Ehud (Judg 3:12ff) 

Â defeated the Moabites  
 

Â Deborah (Judg 4 ς 5)  

Â only female judge  

Â defeated the Canaanites 
 

Â Gideon (Judg 6 ς 8) 

Â Defeated the Midianites 
with only three hundred 
men armed with 
trumpets, torches 

 

 

The Great Judges  
Â Jephthah (Judg 11 ς 12: 7) 

Â Fought against the 
Ammonites 
 

Â Samson (Judg 13 ς 16) 

Â Remembered for his 
extraordinary strength 
attributed to his hair 

Â A Nazirite who 
defeated the 
Philistines by single-
handedly destroying 
their temple 

 

 



Â The son of Elkanah 

Â Among the great men in the Bible, born of a baren 
woman 

Â The last judge of Israel, the chief religious authority 
of his time 

Â Marked the transition of the nation from being a 
mere confederation of tribes into a united 
monarchy 

Â LƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘȅ ōȅ ŀƴƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
king 

Â Did not want a monarchy 

Samuel  


